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The mission of St. Paul's Greek Orthodox Church of  

Savannah, Georgia is to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ 

and to serve the spiritual needs of the faithful through  

worship and sacramental life.  We enable individuals to 

come together in communion with God and with each other 

through ministries that are centered on the beliefs and  

values of our Orthodox Faith.  
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FAITH 
a message from Fr. John Wallace 

 
Fruits Worthy of Repentance  

  
 

 When one reviews the opening ministry of St. John the Forerunner, a common theme 
becomes quickly evident:  ñRepent, for the kingdom of God is near.ò  Repentance is a com-
plete about-face from self-centeredness to selflessness.  It is a radical turnaround of heart 
and mind.  Repentance, to be fruitful, should be followed by confession and baptism and a 
life producing fruits worthy of repentance.   

 
The fruits are important for without them, the 

sacraments and disciplines are robbed of their trac-
tion.  If we do not actually try to live a life pleasing to 
God, then the sacraments and disciplines are wasted 
as if they were pearls thrown before swine. 

 
The opening ministry of St. John also offers a 

striking parallel to the creation account found in Gen-
esis.  In Genesis, on the first day, God separated the 
light from the darkness.  On the first day of St. Johnôs 
ministry, he bore witness to the Light and clearly 
stated that he himself was not the Light.  On the sec-
ond day, God separated the waters of above (heaven) 
from the waters of below (creation).  On the second 
day of his ministry, St. John separated his baptism 
with water from the baptism of the One who was to 
come and who would baptize with the Holy Spirit. 

 
On the third day, God gathered the waters of below and established the dry land.  On 

the third day of his ministry, St. John began gathering his disciples and declared one to be 
the foundation of the Church.  On the fourth day, God established the greater light to rule 
the day and the lesser light to rule the night.  On the fourth day of his ministry, some of St. 
Johnôs disciples recognized Christ as the greater light who surpassed the lesser light of the 
Law. 

 
On the fifth day, God created the plants and the animals.  On the fifth day of St. Johnôs 

ministry, there is, however, a noticeable gap.  I will come back to that later.  On the sixth 
day, God created mankind.  We are the pinnacle of His creation because no other created 
thing was made in the image and likeness of God to share in His Holy Spirit.  Not even the 
angels in heaven have such a lofty destiny. 

 
Accordingly, on the seventh day, God rested.  On the seventh day of his ministry, St. 

John reported that Christ rested after attending the wedding in Cana of Galilee.  From day 
one through day seven, therefore, there is a symmetry that is intentional and sublime and 
testifies to the magnificence of Godôs truth and beauty. 

 
Nevertheless, one might well ask themselves ñHow does this apply to me?ò  Since we 

 
ñGod will  

multiply the 

fruits of your 

righteous  

efforts.ò 



 

are the church of the Holy Trinity, I look for things in threes.  Letôs see if there is a 
third parallel that applies to us personally. 

 
 
On day one, God created the Light.  On our day one, we were conceived.  On day 

two, God separated the waters.  Perhaps our day two begins when we are baptized 
with water filled with the invisible presence of the Holy Spirit.  On days three, four, 
and five, God gathered the waters, established the dry land and the plants and ani-
mals.  Maybe our days three, four, and five (and here is where we participate in and 
might complete the gap in St. Johnôs parallel) consist of living the life of the church 
and growing in our acquisition of the Holy Spirit producing fruits worthy of repent-
ance. 

 
What are these fruits?  They are the thoughts, words, and deeds of compassion, 

charity, and self-sacrifice.  Brothers, donôt hit your sisters.  Sisters, donôt tell on your 
brothers.  Husbands and wives, stop trying to figure each other out.  You never will.  
Accept and bear with each other with all forgiveness and mercy as best you can.  
When in doubt, keep your mouth shut.  Just zip it.  Pray instead. 
 

If we do these works out of charity and love, then our sixth day, our day of death and 
fulfillment will be followed by the blessed seventh day of rest in the kingdom of God.  
What better fruit could you ask for?  

 

+ Fr. John 



 

 
Communications 
 
Follow us on Facebook at  St Pauls Greek and click 
on the page with the picture of the church includ-
ing  the blue sky background. We are livestreaming 
all our services for those who cannot attend. 
 
 
 
Church is NOW Open! 
 
Due to COVID-19 we are open with a limited ca-
pacity of 50 people. We look forward to seeing you 
on Sundays and Feast Days.  
 
Expect to be greeted by a member  of the Parish 
Council, have your temperature taken, be offered 
hand sanitizer, gloves and a face-mask. 
 
You will be ushered in into the Church and given 
an opportunity to light candles and venerate the 
Icons by bowing.  Then you will be ushered to a 
specific place in the Church which is marked with 
tape to ensure social distancing. 
 
Orthros still starts at 9:00 am and Divine Liturgy 
at 10 am. We ask that you arrive before  10 am to 
be seated and allow the Ushers to fully participate  
in the  Liturgy. 
 
Sign-up Church 
 
Watch your email for our Constant Contact mes-
sages for the weekly SignUp Genius message. We 
are using SignUp Genius  to ensure an accurate 
count of attendees . You can also call the Church 
Office (912) 236-8256. 
 
 
Sunday Parking  on Anderson St. 
 
Cars parked on Anderson Street, in the closed lane, 
need to be moved by 1:00 pm on Sundays.  The 
permit to close the lane expires at 1:00 pm, and the 
area has to be open to traffic before the expired 
time.  When parking in this area, please make sure 
your vehicle is moved by 1:00 pm or the church 
could be fined.     
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation 
on this matter. 

 
 
Sympathies 
 
To the family of Marika Carellas on her repose  
Friday, May 22, 2020 at Abercorn Rehabilitation 
Center after several illnesses. 
 
May her memory be eternal. 
 
 
Thank You   
 
To our Parish Council President, Pete Simon, and 
the Parish Council for all the work preparing the 
Church for our opening , including arranging 
masks, thermometers,  and hand sanitizer . We 
could not have done it with out you. 
 
 
 
  
Philoptochos News 
 
Volunteerism Scholarship Award 
Congratulations to our Volunteerism Scholarship 
Award winner, Abigail Crawford, daughter of Jae 
and Andy Crawford.  Abby will attend the Univer-
sity of North Georgia in the fall. Congratulations 
to Abby, and may God be with you in this new ad-
venture in your life. See the next page for Abby's 
essay. 
 
Communications 
We hope that you are all staying safe during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. We are not completely back 
to normal yet, but Philoptochos will be communi-
cating via email. Make sure you are signed up by 
emailing stbabaraphilosav@gmail.com with your 
preferred email address. 
 
 
 
 
Sunday School News 
 
Sunday School will resume in the Fall. 
 
 
 
Bookstore News 
The bookstore is temporarily closed due to COVID
-19 restrictions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Paulõs News  

mailto:stbabaraphilosav@gmail.com


 

 

 

 



 

 
 
July 5th 
Ushers:* , **, Tony Morris, Billy Norse, George Polites, George Vaveris, John Polites, Cimon Asselanis, 
George Donkar, Andy Crawford and Pete Liakakis 
 
Acolytes: :  Aleksandar Domazet, Stefan Domazet, Niko Nichols, Dalton and Andrew Elfrink. 
  
Bookstore:   

 
July 12th 
    

Ushers: *,  **Constantinous Papaconstantiou,  Jimmy Anestos, Lear Miltiades, Julie Chokos Peters, Tom 
Sideris,  Pete Simon, and Pete Liakakis 
 
Acolytes.: Luke Lambros, Landon Lambros, Isaac Morris, and Cameron Vatistas 
 
Bookstore:   

 
July 19th 
    

Ushers: *Leslye Phillips, **Michael Roach, Joe Haddad, Connie Preston, Jerry Welsh Sr., Alex Koukou-
las, and Pete Liakakis 
 
Acolytes: .Aleksandar Domazet, Stefan Domazet, Niko Nichols, Dalton and Andrew Elfrink. 
 
Bookstore:   

 
July 26th 
    

Ushers: * Tony Morris, **, Billy Norse, George Polites, George Vaveris, John Polites, Cimon Asselanis, 
George Donkar, Andy Crawford and Pete,Liakakis 
 
Acolytes:  Luke Lambros, Landon Lambros, Isaac Morris, and Cameron Vatistas 
 
Bookstore:   
 

Volunteers  
for the month of  

*Denotes PC Member opening; ** denotes PC Member closing                     

 
If you are interested in volunteering for St. Paulôs Greek Orthodox Church, please contact 

either Fr. John Wallace, a parish council member, or the church office.   

July 
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August 2 
Ushers: *,**Julie Chokos Peters, Jimmy Anestos, Lear Miltiades, Constantinos Papaconstantinou, Tom 
Sideris,  Pete Simon, and Pete Liakakis 
 
Acolytes: .Aleksandar Domazet, Stefan Domazet, Niko Nichols, Dalton and Andrew Elfrink. 
 
Bookstore:   

 
August 9 
    

Ushers: *Leslye Phillips and Joe Haddad, , **Connie Preston,  Michael Roach, Jerry Welsh Sr., Alex 
Koukoulas, and Pete Liakakis 
 
Acolytes: .Luke Lambros, Landon Lambros, Isaac Morris, and Cameron Vatistas 
 
Bookstore:   

 
August 16 
    

Ushers: *,  **Andy Crawford, Tony Morris, Billy Norse, George Polites, George Vaveris, John Polites, 
Cimon Asselanis, George Donkar, Andy Crawford, and Pete Liakakis 
 
Acolytes: .Aleksandar Domazet, Stefan Domazet, Niko Nichols, Dalton and Andrew Elfrink. 
 
Bookstore: 
 

 August 23 
    

Ushers: *,**Constantinos Papaconstantinou, Jimmy Anestos, Lear Miltiades, Julie Chokos Peters, Tom 
Sideris,  Pete Simon, and Pete Liakakis 
 
Acolytes:  Luke Lambros, Landon Lambros, Isaac Morris, and Cameron Vatistas 
Bookstore:   
 

August 30 
    

Ushers: *Joe Haddad,  ** Michael Roach, Connie Preston,  Leslye Phillips, Jerry Welsh Sr., Alex Kou-
koulas, and Pete Liakakis 
 
 
Acolytes.: Luke Lambros, Landon Lambros, Isaac Morris, and Cameron Vatistas 
 
Bookstore:   

Volunteers  
for the month of  

*Denotes PC Member opening; ** denotes PC Member closing                     

 
If you are interested in volunteering for St. Paulôs Greek Orthodox Church, please contact 

either Fr. John Wallace, a Parish Council member, or the Church Office.   

August 
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PLEASE HELP THOSE WHO SUPPORT THE NEWSLETTER 

To advertise in �7�K�H���9�R�L�F�H, please call the church office at 912-236-8256. 

  www.carellaslaw.com                                      912.826.7100 


